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effective date of the reference or activity on which the rejection is based. Under 37 
C.F.R. §1. 131(b), "[t]he showing of facts shall be such, in character and weight, as to 
establish reduction to practice prior to the effective date of the reference, or conception 
of the invention prior to the effective date of the reference coupled with due diligence 
from prior to said date to a subsequent reduction to practice or to the filing of the 
application. Original exhibits of drawings or records, or photocopies thereof, must 
accompany and form part of the affidavit or declaration or their absence satisfactorily 
explained." (emphasis added). Therefore, Applicants must prove either: 

(1) reduction to practice prior to the effective date of the reference, which is 
September 10, 1999 or 

(2) conception of the invention prior to September 10, 1999, coupled with due 
diligence from prior to September 10, 1999 to a subsequent reduction to 
practice. 

Applicants have chosen the first option and have previously submitted evidence 
of reduction to practice prior to September 10, 1999. Accordingly, Applicants need not 
show diligence as required by the second option. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner alleged that both of the prior affidavits, 
reviewed together, lack a showing of a correlation between the claimed limitations and 
the elements that constitute an embodiment reduced to practice. More specifically, the 
Examiner could not find in the evidence a display device or a processor operable to 
communicate information to the display device, the information including video reels, 
symbols on the video reels, and information relating to a processor controlled exhibition. 

At the time of the present invention and at the time of the reduction to practice of 
the present invention, the assignee of the present application (IGT) and its affiliates 
were in the business of manufacturing and selling gaming devices or machines that 
include one or more display devices and are controlled by at least one processor. 
Applicants respectfully submit that it is well known to a person skilled in the art that 
electronic gaming devices or machines include display devices and processors. 
Applicants further submit that a person skilled in the art would recognize that a 
programming module is inherently designed to be executed by a processor. Therefore, 
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it should be inherently understood from the evidence submitted in the prior affidavits 
that the programming module was intended to be executed by a processor. Moreover, 
it should be inherently understood that the processor executes the programming module 
to cause a display device to display the graphical elements. In addition, a Supplemental 
Affidavit of Richard W. Poole, under 35 U.S.C. § 1.131, is hereby submitted to clarify 
these points. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that this Supplemental 
Affidavit and the prior affidavits prove that the commercial embodiment of the claimed 
invention was reduced to practice at least as early as June 17, 1999. 

Accordingly, the above documents provide evidence that the claimed invention 
was conceived and reduced to practice before the effective dates of both Bennett and 
Gura as explained in and for the reasons set forth in the Supplemental Affidavit. For at 
least these reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that Bennett and Gura are not prior 
art of the present invention under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) or §1 03(a) and Claims 1 to 24 are 
in condition for allowance. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to place this application in condition for 
formal allowance and in the absence of more pertinent art such action is courteously 
solicited. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 




Adam H. Masia 
Reg. No. 35,602 
Customer No. 29,159 



Dated: September 1 , 2005 
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